
Hello, all you partners in ministry at St. John’s!   
 
I am so glad to be in ministry with and for you!  My name is Rachael Anne Dales and I 
am the new Youth person.  Here is a very abbreviated biography.  I hope you find it 
helpful.  I was born in Louisville, Kentucky in 1963.  My family settled in Tempe 
Arizona in 1966, as my father joined the music faculty at Arizona State.  We joined King 
of Glory Lutheran Church in Tempe and I was active as a child, youth and adult in music 
and youth ministries.  I graduated from Arizona State and held various elementary and 
middle school teaching positions in the Phoenix area.  In 1990, I relocated to the Albany, 
New York, area and began worshiping at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Glenville.  
I volunteered in the areas of youth and music ministry.  I also earned a Master of Science 
in Curriculum Development from SUNY Albany and taught 4th grade in Schenectady.  
My work at Good Shepherd led to a part time staff position.  As my skills grew, so did 
my sense of call.    
 
In 1995, I was accepted as a candidate in the process for becoming an Associate in 
Ministry (AIM) in the ELCA, but struggled with how to complete the educational 
requirements.  In the summer of 1997 I left teaching to serve Good Shepherd as a full 
time Associate in Worship, Music and Youth Ministry.  In 1999, I relocated back to 
Tempe for a year and then moved to Saint Paul, to complete a Master of Arts in Christian 
Lay Leadership and the requirements for becoming an AIM at Luther Seminary.  In May 
of 2002, I graduated from Luther and was called to serve as an Associate in Ministry for 
First Lutheran Church in Jamestown, New York.  My areas of responsibility included 
Children, Youth and Family Ministry, Christian Ed., and Outreach.  I then returned to 
seminary to trade in the MA for a Master of Divinity degree, which I received in 
December of 2007.  Presently, I am not seeking ordination.  My latest position was as 
Director of Children’s, Youth, Family & Education Ministries at St. John Lutheran in 
Zimmerman.  I have accepted St. John’s two year term Call as an AIM and to serve 
primarily in Youth and Worship Development Ministries including Confirmation, Middle 
School and High School Youth and development and support of our Wednesday evening 
worship.  I have rented a small house just north of the church on Fairview.  I live with my 
energetic little dog, Dustie Rose.  I am divorced and have no children.  I have two 
brothers, who have families and they all live in the Phoenix area.  Enough about me… 
let’s talk about YOU and the YOUth. 
 
We don’ t have much time before the new Fall Program Year begins.  There will be many 
new and classic opportunities offered for Youth.   None of this would be possible without 

Tr iple A Adults:  Adults who are AFFIRMING, AVAILABLE, and 
AUTHENTIC.  These are the folks who are in intentional relationship with our children 
and youth who affirm students’  stories, gifts, talents, faith walks, and participation.  
These folks make themselves available to children and youth by giving the precious 
resource of time in service and leadership for the next generation and the personal and 
public ministries which reach for them.  These are the folks who are authentic and real 
with kids.  They have integrity to be themselves and make room for others to be who they 
are as well. They are authentic witnesses to the power of faith and forgiveness forever 
and can point to the work of God in everyday life.  



 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!  “God does not call the equipped.  God equips the 
called.”   If you are coachable, faithful, and responsible, this new venture in reaching out 
to our youth and passing on a life-giving faith needs you.  Please say, “Yes!”  to Jesus by 
saying, “Yes, I will,”  to our youth.  If you are not sure how you can help, please call or 
drop by my office and let’s together figure out where God is calling you to serve and 
share. 
 

God bless our shared ministry! 
 
Rachael Anne Dales, MDiv., AIM 
2343 Fairview Lane 
Mound, MN 55364 
RachaelDales@stjohnsofmound.org 
952-472-1416 ext. 28 
 
 
 

 


