Pastor’s Corner: Christmas Creep vs. Advent Pauses

E

ven though the date stays the same, it sure
seems like Christmas gets earlier and earlier
every year. We didn’t even make it out of October
before stores were setting up Christmas displays.
Hey, let us have Thanksgiving before we hear
“Silver Bells” in the store speakers.

The world races to Christmas, but we wait. We even
have a whole season of the church year dedicated to
waiting: Advent. The word “Advent” originates from
a Latin word for “coming.”

We call this reality, the “Christmas Creep” as we are
seemingly forced toward the next holiday. Indeed,
there seems to be a tug for
many of us to always be
So our faith
seeking out the next thing
leads us to walk
- whether it is an event,
out-of-step
an experience, an item,
with the world
or whatever. We tend to
around us.
be looking ahead, always
seeking after that which
is not yet. Waiting and anticipation are a genuine
struggle for many. The outcome of this Christmas
Creep, however, is that when Christmas actually
comes, we are so sick and tired of dealing with all
the Christmas stuff for so long—the decorations, the
music, the lights, all of it—that we can’t wait to be
done with it, pack it up, turn it off, and put it away.
Until next October when the Creeping starts again.

1. Christ coming in the past as the baby at Bethlehem,

None of this is news to any of us, of course. Yet
as Christians, we live in this tension of what the
world around us proclaims and what Scripture
and time-honored traditions of our faith proclaim.

Rev. Anita Stauffer writes, “Advent focuses on this
‘coming’ in three ways:
2. Christ coming in the present in Word and Sacrament
and in the fellowship of the church, and
3. Christ coming again in the future at the end of time.”
Stauffer suggests, “Advent is a time for visual restraint
and simplicity” in worship spaces. Blue is the color of
Advent, representing hope, and darkness is a theme of
the season.
So, while the world
rushes to Christmas,
we patiently wait
with hope in
anticipation not only
of our Christmas
celebrations, but
also of the coming
again of Christ. So
our faith leads us
to walk out-of-step
(continued on page 3)
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Advent

Christ is coming through the night, Christ, the true, the only light.
Now the darkness turns to dawn, Shadows flee, the night is gone.
(Advent Introit by David A. Music)
Prophets of old speak to us now, calling us to rejoice and be glad,
for God is fulfilling his promise of being in the midst of his people,
where light, love and peace will reign.

Advent Introit with Liturgical Dancers, Choir and Bells

Each Sunday in Advent, we begin worship with the expectant words of the David A. Music’s Advent Introit.
Bells and dancers draw us toward the Advent candles as we prepare for Christ.

December 1, Advent |

Evergreen trees adorn the chancel
In the Gospel Lesson, Jesus urges us to be watchful as the savior of the nations will come unannounced!

December 8, Advent ||

Lights brighten the evergreen trees
The Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols: at both 9:00 and 10:45, a series of prophetic readings from the Old
Testament culminates in the Gospel of Luke when the Angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will bear the Son of
the Most High. All choirs of St. John’s (Chancel Choir, Bell Choir, Youth Choir & Cherub Choir) will illuminate the
scripture with Advent carols and songs. The congregation will also sing carol responses to the readings.

December 15, Advent |||

Chrismons decorate the evergreens
At the 10:45 Service, the Sunday School presents a wonderful program:
Reimagine Advent by Cathy Skogen-Soldner

December 15, Blue Christmas Service, 4pm

Many people may be facing the holidays after the death of a loved one, a divorce, or
traumatic event; some may be the feeling of pressure and expectation of holiday preparations.
We will light candles in the sand tables as a sign of honor and remembrance.

December 22, Advent |V
Poinsettias fill the chancel

On this final Sunday in Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the light:
the one born to save us from the power of darkness, sin and death.
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Christmas

December 24, The Nativity of our Lord

Stars fill our worship space
We light the Christ Candle and welcome the birth of the long-prophesied savior!
Candlelight worship, Holy Communion, Christmas carols, heavenly choirs, festive bells
and beautiful harp music fill the services that welcome Christ!
3:00 Worship (*new time)
St. John’s Youth Choir, St. John’s Cherub Choir & harpist Jim Buxton
5:00 Worship
Harpist Jim Buxton
10:00 Worship
Chancel Choir and St. John’s Bell Choir
Prelude music begins 20 minutes prior to each worship service and includes harp, bells and organ at various services.

Pastor’s Corner (continued from page 1)
with the world around us. It doesn’t mean that we can’t listen to Christmas music or decorate our homes or
anything of the sort. What it means, however, is that we engage the season of Advent by waiting. We can even
relish the waiting and savor the anticipation of the celebration of the coming of Christ. I hope that our worship
experiences will assist you in keeping the rush of Christmas in its proper perspective. (Worship schedule details
for Advent and Christmas are included in this newsletter).
I have been delighted that our music festival worship service these
past two years have spotlighted Advent….in fact, the worship
is titled, ”Advent, Lessons, and Carols” and will be celebrated
on December 8th at both services. This focus on Advent helps
to hold off the rush to Christmas and helps us to dwell in the
anticipation and waiting that is needed during this season. It will
be Christmas soon enough, so we can enjoy God’s presence right
now without running to the next thing. Waiting with the confident
hope of the coming—and coming again—of Christ, we pray
patiently in the darkness of Advent, knowing that Christmas will
come in due time, that it cannot be rushed, and that waiting may
be hard but it is not as hard as having nothing for which to wait. Have a blessed Advent season!
- Pastor Jeff
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The Importance of School...on Sundays
Faith Creek and Breakfast Club Provide St. John’s Kids with
Lifelong Benefits as They Grow in Faith ~ by Cathie Samuelson

H

ere at St. John’s, faith
formation classes for our
children include Faith Creek
for preschool – 4th grade and
Breakfast Club for 5th – 6th
grade. Classes meet on Sunday
mornings during the 9:00am
worship time.
Why do these classes matter?
1. They provide an opportunity
to learn about God and
explore the stories in
the Bible. We use curriculum that is
designed to meet the comprehension
level and interest of the different
age levels. Lessons incorporate fun
activities like crafts, games and videos
to help make connections between the
Bible and life today.
2. Classroom teachers provide other
caring adults for your child and
family. One of the most important
things they learn is that God loves
them. God’s love is shown to us
in many ways, primarily from the
love and care of other people. Our

The flip side of the story is what
the experience of working with the
children and older youth at St. John’s
brings to the teachers, leaders and
mentors in their own faith journey. Are
you feeling a call? To explore different
options for becoming involved with
our children or youth, reach out to
Cathie Samuelson or Dan Berkiel at
952.472.1416.
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teachers also help our children learn to
seek faith and understanding through the
stories in the Bible.
3. As children play and learn together, they
will be able to make new friends.
These friendships foster connections with
our St. John’s family.
4. And lastly, these classes matter because
they provide an opportunity to have
fun! With wonderful teachers, great
lessons, and friends they enjoy, children
will love coming to class. What a great
way to show your child that learning
about God can be really cool!

TreeHouse Site is Coming to St. John’s
to Help Combat Teen Hopelessness ~ by Dan Berkiel

B

efore coming to St John’s, I worked
at Wayside Youth Family and Support
Center. At Wayside, I oversaw the day-today for twelve teenage boys, each under a
period of assessment that would determine
if they were safe to return to regular
community living. On top of being normal
hormonal teenagers, these boys frequently
dealt with questions like “Will I ever live
at home again?, Are my parents fighting to
get me back?,” and “Does anyone actually
love me?” All of these questions lead back
to one emotion that each and every one of
them felt. If you met them, you might think
it was anger, but even anger was just a
manifestation of hopelessness.

They hope to serve 10,000 teenagers
this year through their connect program,
mentoring, and support groups.

With that said there is obviously a lot
of work that goes into launching a
TreeHouse site, and we as a staff can’t
do it alone. We need people like you to
get involved. You may think to yourself
that you can’t because you’re busy or
you think you aren’t “cool enough” to
relate to today’s teenagers. The truth is,
it doesn’t matter if you are later in life,
31% of high schoolers report feeling sad or
earlier in adulthood, “cool”, or weird. What
hopeless almost
each teenager
every day for two
wants is to feel like
Of the 1,475 students in Mound
or more weeks
they are loved and
Westonka middle and high
in a row, causing
worthwhile.
schools, 457 of them have most
them to stop usual
activities. What does
likely experienced hopelessness.
Whatever your
this hopelessness
reason for not
look like in teenagers? It can manifest itself
getting involved, I promise there is a better
in many ways including increased anger and
reason to get involved. You have the
agitation, substance abuse, self-harm, and
opportunity to reach
problems in school, to name just a few.
to the edges of our
ABOUT TREEHOUSE
community and have an
I did the math and of the 1,475 students in
TreeHouse is on a mission to
impact on teenagers that
Mound Westonka middle and high schools,
end hopelessness among teens.
society may deem “too
457 of them have most likely experienced
far” to reach or love. The
Through safe, grace-based
hopelessness. 457 teenagers are constantly
King will reply, ‘Truly I
environments and one-to-one
asking themselves if they are lovable,
tell you, whatever you
mentoring, teens build healthy
capable, and worth-while.
did for one of the least of
relationships, better coping skills
these brothers and sisters
and a sense of purpose rooted in
While some prefer to talk about what could
of mine, you did for me’”
be done, I want to talk about what we are
the living hope of Jesus, unleashing
(Matthew 25:40).
going to do. At St. John’s, we want to help
untold potential in themselves
combat hopelessness in our community. That
To learn more contact:
and their communities. TreeHouse
is why we’re starting a TreeHouse.
Dan Berkiel
serves over 3,000 teens annually
Dan@stjom.org
across 7 states and is growing
TreeHouse is a local organization that aims
952-472-1416
to lead the nation in ending
to tackle hopelessness among teenagers.
hopelessness among teens.
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The Illumination of an Empty Manger

O

n Thursday November 14, thirty six of us
from St. John’s participated in a retreat
at the Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville. We
visited the gallery where original pages from the
Saint John’s Bible are displayed; participated in
noon prayer with the
monks, enjoyed lunch
in the Abbey Church,
learned about ancient
manuscripts and
viewed their ancient
book collection. We
learned a lot about
how the images and
artwork of the Bible
were developed.

In our lecture session, Curator Tim Ternes asked
this question: What is the difference between
an illustration and an illumination?
ANSWER: An Illustration tells a story.
An Illumination invites us into the story.
The Saint John’s Bible artworks are called
Illuminations because each piece invites us
into God’s story. We are called to use our
imagination, experience, thoughts and ideas
to participate in God’s ongoing story when we
view the illuminations.
Tim then asked us “How would
you make an image of the Nativity
if you were on the design team
for the Saint John’s Bible?” In
small groups we thought about
the creche scenes we frequently
see with angels, shepherds,
wisemen, Mary, Joseph and a
baby in a manger. Then we
were reminded that the Nativity
illumination for the Saint John’s
Bible has some of these elements,
but one major difference. The
MANGER IS EMPTY!

6

I hope you recall seeing the Nativity illumination
here at church, and you may not have noticed
that detail. But you will also notice that there is

~ by Pastor Deb

a shaft of golden light streaming up and down,
above and below the manger. This is how we
are invited into the illumination, we are invited
to wonder how God is at work in bringing
Jesus Christ to earth at the time of his birth.
And we learned that this shaft of light has been
created out of gold leaf.
Throughout the St. John’s Bible gold is used to
represent God’s presence in the world. Why
gold? Because when we look into gold there
is a reflection. Gold is like a mirror. Who
might we see
mirrored in the
shaft of light in the
Nativity manger?
You and I! We are
the Christs in the
world and we are
called to imagine how we are called to serve
and love as Christ did.
We also see our neighbor reflected in the gold
of the shaft of light. This reminds us that
Christ came for all of us and we are called to
join together to be the light and hope of Christ
in our world.
December 1 begins the season of Advent
followed by Epiphany in January. I hope that
you will consider how
you are called to be
Christ in the world
during these seasons
of celebrating Christ’s
birth and ministry. I
hope you will light
candles, enjoy an
advent wreath, find a
meaningful devotion,
come to wonderful worship and participate
in all the glorious music of the season so you
remember that Christ came to give us the gift
of Love.
Let God’s warm light break through the busy
advertisements, icy roads, cold weather and
enticements to shop, to remind you that God’s
love and peace are for you each day.

Give Spontaneous Generosity a Try this December

I

n the Old Testament there are three
different ways God’s people are
instructed to give. The first, and the
most basic, is the tithe. God’s people
are to give 10% of their income to God.
Interestingly, this is not used primarily to
support the temple. Rather, it is used for
celebrations and to provide for the poor.
The second is called offerings. These
offerings are made on festivals. In our
day, this would be like making a special
gift to St. John’s at Easter, Thanksgiving,
or Christmas.
The third, which is expected but
spontaneous, is called gifts. These gifts
are to be given when someone sees a
need, like encountering a beggar at the
city gate. December always feels like a
month that calls out for this last sort of
giving—spontaneous giving.

Each year my family sits down to discuss how
~ by Pastor Jeff
we want to do our “end-of-year” giving. This is
always somewhat spontaneous giving that goes
to ministries we don’t support the rest of the year.
Some of these repeat year after year, others are new
each year.
Throughout this month, I find that I carry extra
coins in my pocket to seek out the red kettles often
found outside stores (and now they’ve even gone
techie as you can make a digital payment online
right at the kettle!)
What are your family traditions around spontaneous
giving in December? Do you have any? If so,
celebrate them, and make sure to include kids or
grandkids, if you have them. If spontaneous giving
in December hasn’t been a practice in the past, why
not give it a try. In the hustle and hassle of what is
often the busiest month of the year, spontaneous
generosity can bring a smile to your face and a
warmth to your heart.

The Reed

Notice Anything Different?

Throughout the Years...

Y

es! St. John’s Reed Newsletter has
changed its look and its focus.
Beginning with this issue, The Reed will be
published quarterly instead of monthly. The
format has changed from an informationbased newsletter to more of a seasonal
journal with stories highlighting what has
been happening around the church as well
as our hard working volunteer groups,
families and liturgical seasons of the church.
If you are looking for the monthly calendar,
you can check our website at stjom.org
or we will have a monthly printout of the
calendar available at the welcome desk
starting in December. We will also have
printouts of the monthly birthdays at the
Welcome Desk. Another way to get
current information is to sign up for
the e-news. You can sign up on our website,
or contact the office at 952.472.1416. We will
also print out a few copies of the e-news to
have on the Welcome Desk.

1st Issue of the Reed March 17, 1946.
The Reed was named in memory of
Dr. H. B. Reed, founder of
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Mound.

November 1978

October 2019

7

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Mound
2451 Fairview Lane
Mound, MN 55364

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Mound, MN
55364
Permit #18

Remodel Update: The Wheels are in Motion!

T

his artistic rendition is from 1984, when
our congregation began dreaming about
making our entrance more welcoming and
hospitable. Now, 35 years later, we plan
to finish the dream! Here is an update on
where we are currently in our Remodel.

Timeline:
•

October 2019 lower level classrooms prepared for
Headstart’s relocation with walls removed and space
painted

•

October 2019 Blueprints complete (a BIG St. John’s THANK
YOU to Mike Wilkus and his company for their excellent
work, pro bono……what a blessing!)

•

November 2019 plans are being sent to contractors for final
bids with request to return to us by end of December.

•

December over Christmas break Headstart to move to the
lower level for their future space

•

January 2020 Annual Meeting update on project and
detailed timeline after contractor is selected.

At the time of this printing, we have collected $_____ cash for
the remodel with $____ total pledged.

Sharing the Love of Christ!

s
952.472.1416

