LENTEN WORSHIP
march 6 - Ash Wednesday
5:15 Chili Cook-off
6:30 Ash Wednesday Worship - The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion

Let my
prayer
rise up
as incense
before you

Wednesday Lenten Services - holden evening prayer
Soup & Sandwich Supper at 5:30
Worship at 6:30
Each week, a congregation member will share their experiences around their prayer life
March 13, March 20, March 27, April 3, April 10

Sunday of the Passion – April 14, 9:00 & 10:45 AM
Palm Procession and Interactive Reading of the Passion

Praying

Passion Sunday begins with energetic shouts of “Hosanna” as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, but the frenzy quickly fades as we speak the narrative of the Passion of our Lord, ending in Jesus’
death. The morning ends with the recognition that we are just beginning the journey to the cross.

Maundy Thursday – April 18, 6:30 PM
with prelude and washing of feet beginning at 6:15
Washing of Feet, Confession & Absolution, Holy Communion and the Stripping of the Altar
Washing of feet begins during the prelude at 6:15: we set aside our shoes, our reluctance to serve, and our
objections to being served, and take up the towel and fill the basin. The service begins with our confession
of sin being met by the flood of God’s forgiveness. At Christ’s invitation, we eat the bread and drink the cup.
Darkness deepens, the room is stripped, the cry of the psalmist echoes, “Will your lovingkindness be
declared in the grave?” (Psalm 88:11)

Good Friday – April 19, 6:30 PM
The Passion According to John and the Procession and Adoration of the Cross
With boldness, we approach the throne of grace, the cross upon which Christ is lifted, to pray not only for
the church, but for everyone, everywhere, in any kind of need. We sing to the crucified as we hear the
Passion According to John. “For in John, Christ’s cross and death are unintelligible unless they are seen as a
sign of his glorification and exaltation” - Adrian Nocent. The service closes with the procession of the cross
and our solemn obligation to reverence it.

EASTER SUNDAY: The Resurrection of Our Lord – April 21, 9:00 & 10:45 AM
Holy Communion
Alleluias have been absent since before Lent began. Now it is a time for unbridled joy with the congregation
singing a multitude of Alleluias. The tomb is empty; Christ is risen indeed! Join us with brass, timpani and
choirs as we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord!

st. john’s lutheran church of Mound

Let My Prayer Rise Up
Martin Luther wrote that finding time to pray was as essential as breathing—that one had to find ways to
make it happen. In A Simple Way to Pray, he wrote: “It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business of
the morning and the last at night. Guard yourself carefully against those false, deluding ideas which tell you,
‘Wait a little while. I will pray in an hour; first I must attend to this or that.’”
Pulitzer Prize winning poet, Mary Oliver, wrote this poem in about prayer that echoes Luther’s sentiment:
Praying (from Thirst)
It doesn’t have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.

Prayer in our Daily Lives
Identify the moments that work for you
Look for moments when you can be alone and quiet, so the Spirit can lead and support you. This might be
during the morning, afternoon or evening, depending on the rhythm of your day.
Set aside a specific quiet time
Discipleship takes spiritual discipline, so make a commitment to set aside a specific time each day to spend
in quiet conversation, study and reflection with God. When we seek God, we learn that the Lord has already
been seeking us, wants to dwell with us and welcomes us with overwhelming joy.
Be intentional about listening to God
In the Gospels, Jesus often goes off by himself to pray. Following his example, we can also strive for that silence,
away from the clutter of our daily lives, and allow ourselves the opportunity to listen for God in prayer.
Recall how God has helped you in the past
Jesus asks us to remember him in Holy Communion, God asks Israel to remember how he delivered them
from bondage in Egypt. We, too, in our prayers can remember the good that God brings to our lives thus
bringing us to a greater understanding of God’s love.
Find resources that enrich your prayer life
The ELCA has wealth of resources to support your prayer life. Visit elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures for
specific daily prayer guides. Or, if you are more likely to pray with the aid of technology, check out the app
PrayerMate, available for Apple or Google.

