Pastor’s Corner:

The Glue that Binds Us Together

W

~ by Pastor Jeff

hat does it mean to be the church? Do we
need a building? Do we need to physically be
together for worship for it to count? COVID-19 has
certainly forced us to consider questions like these
over the past months. So I want to spend some time
talking about our questions, and to reassure us all that
God’s Spirit is active and that God’s church is very
much alive during this separation time.

the one true faith.” We are the church because the
Holy Spirit has made us the church. We will be the
church even if we must be apart. Just as the Holy
Spirit brought people from every walk of life together
all those years ago, the Holy Spirit brings our hearts
together, even as we are not physically together. We
are of one mind, one heart, one mission. That is the
church. That will always be the church.

On May 31st we celebrate Pentecost
Sunday, known as the birthday of the
church on earth. The day that God
released the Holy Spirit and, in a
dramatic way, gathered people from
near and far into the Body of Christ.
People came from every walk of life,
every nation, every tribe, every tongue, every status.
Though they were scattered, the Holy Spirit drew
them together, not by geography or location, but for
one Spirit and one purpose. The church was born,
not in a building, nor in a specific location, but in the
people. That same Spirit is alive now. The DNA of the
early church runs through the church communities
found on earth today.

God’s Holy Spirit continues to be
resilient and creative and resourceful.
God’s Holy Spirit continues to work
through the still small voice within
us, just as it works through the loud,
collective voices singing a worship
hymn and speaking the liturgy on a
Sunday morning.
God’s Holy Spirit
does not need
people standing next
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We are the church
because the Holy
Spirit has made us
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be the church even if
we must be apart.

Martin Luther explains that the Holy Spirit “calls,
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in
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Parent Pandemic Tips

The Glue that Binds Us Together continued...
As we await word from the medical experts
on when it will be safe for people to gather
in large groups, the Christian church leaders
in our world are working on how we will
need to modify our worship and gathering
in order to return to some normalcy of
community gathering for worship. We may
need to endure some unusual requests, such
as wearing face masks, forgoing communion,
sitting spread-out in the sanctuary, and
skipping coffee after worship. Some of these
suggestions may feel unwelcoming, but I am
confident that the Holy Spirit will be working
behind the scenes, helping us to be resilient
and resourceful as we accommodate caring
for one another’s health and safety.
www.YouTube.com
St. John’s Lutheran
Church of Mound

We do not know when we will get to see one
another face-to-face. In the meantime, we are
confident that the Holy Spirit is empowering
the church on earth, and St. John’s is part
of that movement. During this time, please
continue to reach out to one another. Be
the church to each other. Listen to the still
small voice speaking within you. How is it
connecting you to the bigger group today?
Where is it nudging you or encouraging you
today? Know, that the same still small voice
is within other believers of St. John’s, doing
the very same thing. We are of one mind, one
heart, one mission. You are not alone. You are
never alone. And hopefully soon, we can bring
all of those still small voices together again in
person. Until then. Listen. Listen and trust.

Share Some Support, Send Some Love!
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Celebrating the St. John’s Class of 2020
Blessings on ALL the St. John’s Graduates. We know we didn’t
catch everyone, but here are those we heard back from. If your
graduate is not listed, please email info@stjom.org so we may
add them to our graduate prayer list.
Robert Brustad is graduating from Mound Westonka
and plans to attend the University of Minnesota.
Sophia Cherba has been accepted to Mankato State
University and will be a part of their
competitive dance team! Go Mavericks!
Jack Dahm plans to continue
his studies at Minneapolis
Community and Technical College.
He has been doing PSEO there the
last two years. He looks forward to transferring to a university
in a big city in the future.
Ryan Fitz will continue to wrestle at Wartburg College
in Waverly, IA as he pursues a degree. Ryan is interested in
possibly becoming a pastor one day.
Thomas Gough is planning
to attend GCU in Arizona this fall.
Silas Herman is graduating
from Orono High. During his senior
year, he managed the varsity hockey
team, was captain of the lacrosse team, and received the #60
Leadership Jersey Award. He plans to play Lacrosse at the
University of Alabama Huntsville and study business.
Lexi Jolicoeur served on the student council
at Mound Westonka and was later asked to join the
executive board. In addition, she participated in
wrestling cheerleading and dance performance team.
She will be attending Crown College and is choosing
between being a dentist or a dental therapist.
Conner Jones participated in a number of activities
during his years at Mound Westonka including band, theater,
speech, Destination Imagination, Spanish Club, Math League
and Quiz Bowl. He is looking forward to attending Gustavus
Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota in the fall. He plans to
pursue a degree in computer science.

Tristan Kaye will be attending University if Minnesota
Duluth majoring in Bio/Chemistry. Go Bulldogs!!
Ian Kirk officially received Eagle
Scout rank in March. Ian is a very
competitive person and was on the
varsity baseball team in high school.
He is attending Mankato State
University in the fall and is majoring in aviation.
Olivia Martel was the president of DECA and NHS while
also being the chief editor of the yearbook this year at Mound
Westonka. She also spent time during the summer volunteering
her time on St John’s mission trips. She will be attending Loyola
University in Chicago and will major in political science.
Morgan McFadden will be
going to the University of Utah as a linguistics major and
Spanish minor. She is also planning on getting her EMT
and working mountain rescue.
Nicole Norton is graduating from Mound Westonka with
two years of college classes from the University of Minnesota
under her belt. She plans to continue her studies in Architecture
at the University of Sydney.
Laken Smyth is graduating
from Mound Westonka and plans to study biology at the
University of Minnesota-Duluth.
Jack Witte will be attending the
University of Minnesota Morris in the fall.
He will be studying environmental sciences and economics.

College Graduates

Joshua Kline
St. Olaf College

Allison Sloan
University of Minnesota

Connor Swanson
St. Thomas University
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Faith Over Fear at St. John’s
An Inside Look at Navigating the Unexpected

O

ur world changed in March when stay-at-home
orders went in place. At St. John’s Lutheran
Church, the staff was trying to comprehend what
worship and fellowship looked like when nobody
could be physically together. The church building
itself: the fellowship hall, the educational rooms, the
sanctuary, was required to be empty. The idea went
against everything our church represented. We gather
together in times of trouble. Now we were being
told to stay apart. As with any family who had to be
separated, the news was heartbreaking.
Pastor Jeff
This pandemic has definitely created a new challenge
for the church in the world. How do we keep people
connected? This virus has forced every church to
scramble and learn on the go. As the St. John’s staff,
with such short notice, we found the quickest way to
transition to online worship was to use Facebook Live.
Sarah Garner immediately began organizing music
from our members. And together with a brief liturgy,
sermon, and the music, we did our best to create a
“live” worship experience.
We were so excited to see 300-400 people tuning in
each week (over 750 on Easter Sunday) to experience
weekly worship and a Zoom
call on Sundays, a mediation
on Wednesdays, Cathie
Samuelson’s family message
on Thursdays, and Music and
Meditations on Mondays.
Even in the forced closure
time, St. John’s was reaching hundreds of people in
our congregation and community.
For me personally, Easter was especially emotional.
It caught me off guard just how raw the morning felt.
I wanted so much for all of us to be together, and
seeing the sanctuary empty left me feeling especially
lonely. Preaching to a camera in an empty room in
general has been a new and challenging experience.
As we continue to adapt and minister in new ways,
I look forward to the day when we can begin to see
people face-to-face again and not have to rely on
emails, zoom calls, and phone calls for contact.
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Pastor Deb
When I heard we
needed to close
the church, my first thought was, “How will we keep in
touch with people?” Most folks at St. John’s have email
and internet, so our e-news, Facebook Live and Zoom
reach them. A few dozen of our members, however,
don’t have internet access. We began by sending “snail
mail” cards and making phone calls. As we saw that
this situation was going
to last longer, we decided
to create a weekly prayer
devotion to share online
and mail out. It’s called
“Time for Grace” and
offers encouragement,
prayers and scriptures. We mail out over 50 copies
every week. I hope everyone can find a moment of
grace and know God’s peace by connecting more
deeply to their prayer life in these days.
Kristin - Office Administrator
I immediately thought of all the amazing people from
St. John’s who are in the higher risk zone. I knew we
needed to keep them safe, but it was so hard because
they were people who would drop by the church
office and say “hi.” Please be safe people! You are
precious to us!
Cathie - Director of Children’s Ministries
I remember thinking, “This is going to be really hard
and hope that it’s not going to be very long.” I worried
about how the separation would impact Sunday School
and families with young children. I immediately began
thinking about how we would keep in touch. The
Thursday family message video seemed like a good
way to reach out to kids and let them see a familiar
face from church. It’s been fun to hear from adults
in the congregation that they
enjoy watching them too. For
Easter, we set up the Easter
Egg Scramble – a way to still
have an egg hunt, even though
we couldn’t be in the church.
I mailed out Easter cards with
activity sheets for families with

three-year-olds to 6th grade. And after Easter, we sent
board books for the littlest children. Each Friday I
send emails with activities to our kids. The challenge
now is determining what to do for summer. We are
seeking responses to the recent survey sent to Sunday
School families and always welcome creative ideas
about how to be together even if we need to be apart.
Dan - Director of Youth
How does a growing youth ministry, which is so
predicated on forming close relationships, trust,
and having fun, function in a distant and not-sofun time we all find ourselves in? This question has
been gnawing at me since this pandemic began. The
answer thus far has involved a lot of trial and error.
Morning live devotionals, pre-recorded messages, and
zoom calls all have varying degrees of success. The
need to be open-minded and creative in trying new
things is evident.
In this season,
I have two
goals. The first
is to connect
individually
with each
student in our
youth ministry.
That may come
in the form
of letters, text
Dan delivered care packages to
messages, or
St. John’s graduating seniors!
care packages.
Second, the importance of praying for each and every
student has become more vital. Prayer can break down
the barriers of a computer screen or phone screen;
prayer can open a student’s heart to the message of
grace; prayer can form connections where I cannot.
Our methods may be changing and evolving, but our
goal does not change: to ensure that each student
knows they are lovable, capable, and worthwhile.
And you can help. I would love to have you join us in
prayer, or in a more direct way. Whatever our method
is, be sure to follow @stjom_youth on Instagram.
Katie - Finance Administrator
My first thoughts when I learned we had to close
were as a parishioner. I felt such a sense of loss.
St. John’s is my family - all my extended family is

far away. I knew we needed to find creative ways to
keep connected and, as a staff member, I knew we
needed to be careful with our finances. We are grateful
to the St. John’s members who are able and willing
to continue giving during this time - just as we know
there are members facing financial hardships of their
own. These days I keep a close eye on the situation
and update the finance committee and staff weekly. I
am always happy to answer questions folks may have.
And, on a personal level, I miss singing and I miss my
St. John’s family.
Sarah - Director of Music
“For where two or three are gathered in my name,
I am there among them.” This verse from Matthew
is a scripture I have repeated many times to myself,
colleagues, volunteers over my 20-plus years working
as a church musician. So when orders were issued to
shelter-in-place and not gather to worship, I felt a deep
sense of sadness about how worship could happen
when we were not allowed to gather even just two
people together.
With help from the Holy Spirit, my first recognition
was that we must still be the body of Christ no matter
how we worshipped, and everything we needed to
worship was still present because St. John’s of Mound
is bound together in Christ’s body. It was just a matter
of discerning how best to share the scriptural music
with the worshipping assembly from a distance.
Choosing the most popular and accessible forms of
electronic distribution (Facebook, YouTube and the
blog Wordpress) was a natural decision.
The blessings from our worshipping community have
been flowing ever since that recognition. From the
willingness of musicians to record themselves in unusual
ways (with earpieces and pre-recorded tracks!), to the
youngest Cherubs singing their hearts out on their
Palm Sunday anthem, to members of the congregation
recording themselves shouting “He is risen indeed,
Alleluia!,” we are witnessing people worshipping
and being present as the body of Christ. Even when
our congregation is separated, we are still gathering
together. The simple act of adding words to the videos
has meant that not only are we “gathering,” but we
are actually singing together! And while nothing can
replace singing together in our beautiful sanctuary, we
can find peace in the knowledge that we are gathering
in his name, and that Christ is, indeed, among us!
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St. John’s Youth Musicians Step Up

~ by Sarah Garner

I

grew up as a daughter of Normandale Lutheran
Church (ELCA) in Edina, Minnesota. My earliest
memory of that church is sitting in the music
time during Sunday School, which was led
by the children’s choir director, and watching
her light a small, white votive candle as she
hushed restless kids by saying in a quiet voice,
“The Lord is in his holy temple,” at which point
every voice whispered back “Let all the earth
keep silent.” I was absolutely enamored by the
mystery of naming the Lord and having a room
fall completely silent! Near the end of music time,
she said that if we liked singing in the Sunday
School music, that we should consider singing
with the Cherub Choir. I could barely contain my
excitement, I had been invited to sing in a choir!
Then, in the same beautiful way that she had
opened the music time, she closed it by saying
“Go in peace and serve the Lord” to which the
entire class shouted, “Thanks be to God!”
To say that it was this very moment that led me
to become a church musician would probably
be far reaching, however, I can definitely say
“I was hooked!” after that first Sunday School
music time. From that moment on, my time
at church was a seemingly endless series of
invitations to share musical gifts.

My childhood church modeled the invitations
that Christ issued so many times in the Bible.
Jesus, again and again, invited people to know
him. And as they did, the invitations to know
him through his followers kept spreading. It is
this evangelism that drew me into the church
on all levels: spiritually, musically, socially and
evangelically. Now, 35 years after that first
Sunday School music time, I am working in a
church that has called me to issue these same
invitations, and, I must say that it’s very different
being the one that is doing the inviting rather
than being invited, for the
blessings are ten-fold to be
able to work with youth
musicians that are helping
spread the knowledge and
light of Christ! I recently
sat down with some of the
youth musicians via Zoom
to talk about some of the
reasons they are drawn to
Cherub Choir
music in the church.
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Anna Worden, Aly Schneider and Laken Smyth

Aly Schneider, a St. John’s youth musician, has
been playing flute for six years; she frequently
accompanies anthems on flute and is even
playing percussion as needed. Aly immediately
recognizes what is wonderful about playing at
church and why it is important, “I know that
St. John’s will be accepting and tell me that I
did a good job, even if I don’t feel like it was
my best work. I know that when I play flute or
percussion as accompaniment, it adds something
to the piece which makes it even more
enjoyable to listen to.”
Christian Garner, who plays trumpet at St.
John’s, said that “it’s fun
to play for the people of
St. John’s.” Anna Worden
recalls her first memories
of music at St. John’s as
sitting an in a circle and
singing with Linda Wharram
as a child; she’s developed
into an excellent flute
Christian Garner
player who is finishing up
her sophomore year at Luther College and she
echoes Christian’s thought but takes it one step
further, “Church is a safe place for me to share
what I love. No
one is judging
me while I play,
we are all there
to worship
together and
enjoy the music
as we worship.”
Cerisa Bray is
growing up at
St. John’s of
Cerisa & Melissa Bray

Sarah Garner, Ena Kirks & Seth Worden

Mound as a singer, pianist and now guitarist.
She readily accepts invitations to help with
music because she loves singing about God
but also because it helps “to make people
happy.” When we chatted about the feeling
of making people feel happy and together,
Seth Worden succinctly put into words what
everyone was thinking, “Music is one of
the best things in the world, and everyone
should experience it.” Seth is passionate
about making sure that people can
experience God’s love through music and he
isn’t backing away from the challenges that
even this pandemic is bringing, he’s been
working with other youth, like Ena Dirks, to
offer e-worship songs for the congregation.
Katie Garner has been
enjoying the e-worship
content and said, “I
was thinking about
my favorite hymn,
We Are Called, and
I was remembering
that recently, during
one of the Facebook
Katie Garner
Live worship services,
somehow people started ‘singing’ We Are
Called in the comments to the live video. It’s
a really beautiful reminder that we’re all still
connected during these times.”

Ukulele Choir

I’m closing this article with a
quote from Marty Haugen’s
Holden Evening Prayer
because nearly every youth
musician that I spoke with
said that it is one of their
favorite music memories
at St. John’s because, as
Gustavus Adolphus freshman,
life-long singer and 10:45
liturgist Sam Kline said, “I
love singing it with other
people.” In general this was
Sam Kline & Seth Worden
the sentiment from the youth:
not that they liked singing
alone as a solo, but that they loved singing
with other youth and the congregation
“because it brings everyone together in a
really wonderful setting” (Katie Garner).
Thank you to all of our youth musicians who
are reflecting the light of Christ!

“You who made the heaven’s splendor, ev’ry
dancing star of night, make us shine with
gentle justice, let us each reflect your light.”
(Holden Evening Prayer, Marty Haugen)

Giving & Financial Update

T

hank you for your faithful giving! Even if we aren’t able
to be together to celebrate God’s love as we usually do,
you have found ways to bless St John’s with your gifts. We
have seen an increase in checks by mail either through
an automatic bill pay service or by the traditional stamped
envelope method. We have also seen an increase in gifts via
paypal which allows you to give from your bank account or
credit card. We have installed a lockbox outside the sacristy
door by Katie’s office that you can drop your offering in. As
we expected, our overall giving has decreased but we have
been very conscientious about our spending so we are still in
a good financial position and will be here to open our doors
to everyone as soon as we possibly can! If you have any
questions on your pledges or how you can give, you can login
to your Realm account and check or contact Katie at katie@
stjom.org or 952-472-1416. Stay safe and healthy!

~ Katie Clobes
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Parents: Feeling Overwhelmed?
Here are a few ideas on things to help us through this time.

Pray with Your Children - Find time each day to pray with your
children. Prayer offers space for connection with God. We give our children an invaluable gift when we pray with
them. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Romans 12:12 (NRSV)
Listen to Your Children - Let them express their fears and concerns and acknowledge that it is a scary time.
Stress that medical experts are doing what needs to be done to make sure that all of us will be safe.
Go for Walks - It’s important to take breaks throughout the day—especially in a time like this. Take walks
together and discover God’s creation. A fun game you can play is “Eye spy something God made.”
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. Genesis 1:31 (NRSV)

Give Yourself (and Your Kids) Grace - You are likely feeling stressed - whether you’ve lost your job, are
temporarily laid off, or are still working while trying to parent and keep the house afloat, it’s a lot to tackle. The
pressures are real and you might be telling yourself, “I wasn’t a good employee today. I wasn’t a good parent today.”
Grace is about acceptance, forgiveness, and love. Give yourself and your children a pass. Give yourself grace.
God is full of grace. From him we have all received grace in place of the grace already given. John 1:16 (NIRV)
And hear again the words from Jesus: Come to me, all you who are tired
and are carrying heavy loads. I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 (NIRV)

~ Cathie Samuelson

Sharing the Love of Christ!
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